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150+ website migration projects successfully completed

We did a massive migration, moving 
15 years' worth of content from one 
CMS to another. 

I want to especially thank the 
BrightEdge Professional Services 
team who supported us through the 
process that I was excited to see going 
so well. 





Domain migration risks

5 steps to a safe domain migration

Comprehensive audit capabilities

Top 8 best practices of domain migration 

01

02

03

04

Agenda



DOMAIN MIGRATION RISKS

100+ Cases of Domain Migration Implementation Analyzed



DOMAIN MIGRATIONS ARE RISKY

Publicized case of online clothing retailer

Severe impact on search visibility
• 52% drop in average rank
• 77% drop in organic search visits
• 6-month lag before initial recovery



MIGRATION TASKS THAT CAN 
DEGRADE SEO EQUITY

• Changing URLs

• Indexing new URLs

• Updating content

• Updating code



BEST PRACTICES DRIVE 
LONG-TERM SUCCESS

Short term
Migration may degrade 
SERP rankings

Long term
Likely regain, may surpass 
previous SEO performance
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5 STEPS TO A SAFE DOMAIN MIGRATION



Prepare Migrate Monitor Track 
ROIPlan

DOMAIN MIGRATION PROCESS



EXTRA PLANNING 
PAYS DIVIDENDS

Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI

People

Process

Technology
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EXECUTE THE PLAN 
– PRE-MIGRATION

• Audit Using BrightEdge ContentIQ
• Benchmark “Before” State
• Create Redirect Map
• Create New BrightEdge Account

Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI



Advanced site auditing to minimize revenue loss
attributable to errors that cause poor UX and SERP visibility 



• 4xx errors
• Slow page performance
• Redirect chains, loops
• Duplicate content

• Weed out existing issues
• Audit through migration
• Monitor post migration

SITE MIGRATION AUDITS

Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI



Start Small
Update Links
Update Sitemap and Robots.txt
Notify Search Engines

IMPLEMENT SMALL AND START SLOW

Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI
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Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI

MONITOR VISIBILITY 
AND PERFORMANCE

Benchmark “After” State
Verify Redirects
Update Analytics
Monitor Alerts

•
•
•
•



TRACK ROI, REPORT
TO LEADERSHIP

Plan Prepare Migrate Monitor Track ROI

Run ContentIQ with same crawl 
configuration as run on old site

• Technical performance metrics 
• User experience metrics 
• Web analytics metrics 



COMPREHENSIVE AUDIT CAPABILITIES



CONTENTIQ CAN BE CONFIGURED EASILY 



HOW DO I GET NOTIFIED WHEN AUDIT 
RESULTS ARE AVAILABLE?
You’ll be notified via email, or in-product alerts from Anomaly Detection 



BUILD 
DASHBOARD 

OF AUDITS 
RESULTS



USE EXISTING PAGE GROUPS 
FOR DEEPER AUDIT ANALYSIS



VIEW BY SITE STRUCTURE 

• Drill into any folder

• See additional subfolders 
underneath the folder

• See all URLs belonging to a 
folder



ANALYZE RESULTS BY SITE STRUCTURE

View results by the folder structures of your 
URLs 

Site	structure



Site migration
Discover missing 

content or broken links 
due to migration issues

Web governance
Ensure site compliance 

with organizational, 
brand, and regulatory 

compliance

Cross-team QA
Ensure newly created 

content is optimized for 
search and monitor 

that web dev requests 
have been completed

Penalty recovery 
Get a baseline 

understanding of site 
health to identify and 

fix errors

Pricing consistency
Extract prices from 

website pages to ensure 
consistent and accurate 

pricing levels and 
methodologies 

Internationalization
Test for hreflang tags 

to ensure the right 
page versions are 

displayed

User experience
Identify links leading to 
404 pages to redirect 
site visitors to better 

experiences

Social engagement
Ensure that sites are 

properly tagged 
according to Facebook 
Open Graph standards

IMPROVING ORGANIC PERFORMANCE, 
SITE COMPLIANCE, AND UX



TOP 8 BEST PRACTICES FOR DOMAIN MIGRATION 



Run BrightEdge ContentIQ on the old site to identify any issues

Create an account for the new site and set the old domain as a competitor

Establish baseline tracking for the old site’s performance 

“Soft-launch” new domain prior to migration to build equity

Implement 301 Redirects on all pages 1:1 and verify

Updated links from business partners

Create a new sitemap and alert Search Engines of the change

Run BrightEdge ContentIQ on the new site to evaluate key site metrics

8 BEST PRACTICES FOR 
DOMAIN MIGRATIONS
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Q&A



THANK YOU!

info@brightedge.com


