
Google Expanded.
Then Drew Lines.

Three Years of AI Overview Evolution in
Healthcare



Three Years. One Clear Trajectory.

+30 percentage points in two years. But
the growth wasn't uniform.

0 50

2025 89

2024 84

2023 59

Percentage of healthcare keywords with an AI overview



Clinical content is now AI territory. Nearly every
query gets an AI Overview.

AI Overview presence by query type
(Dec 2025)
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Google tested AI on local healthcare searches.
Then reversed course entirely.

Where Google Pulled Back- Local

“Dermatologist near me” “Dentist near me”

These had AI Overviews in 2023. Today “near me” is non-
existant for healthcare. 



Clinical Content = New Metrics: If traffic on
treatment or symptom pages declined while
rankings held steady, AI—not your content—is likely
the cause. Track citations, not just clicks.

Local SEO Still Works: Google kept AI out of "near
me" searches. Your Google Business Profile and
local optimization still drive results the traditional
way.

The System Has Stabilized: Monthly volatility
dropped from ~20pp to ~5pp. What you see now is
Google's steady state. Plan accordingly.

What This Means for Healthcare Marketers



BrightEdge has you covered for AI
powered healthcare search! 

Use AI Catalyst to monitor the brands
being mentioned by AIO on a weekly
basis, as well as the volatility of each
tracked prompt. Be cautious about
overreacting to changes, and recognize
which fluctuations represent genuine
shifts.

GSC Reporting overlays Data Cube X
information with AI Overviews and
Google Search Console click data,
helping to evaluate the impact of AI
Overviews on clicks. This enables quick
identification of the effectiveness of
AI-first versus click strategies.

Track AIO mentions and their weekly trends.

See how AI Overviews are changing in your market
Data Cube X simplifies the process of
understanding how AI Overviews are
enhancing your rankings. Discover the
overarching trends for all the keywords
you rank for and explore the influence
of AI on your market landscape.

See how AI is impacting clicks and top level traffic 


