
How AI Search
Citation Volatility
Reveals Stability
Principles

What Makes Some Domains Rock-Solid
While Others Swing 50%+ Weekly?



Each AI Engine Has Different Volatility
Patterns

Despite these differences, ALL engines stabilize
around high-authority domains - proving you

can optimize once and win everywhere with the
right foundation.

Average Weekly Citation Volatility (Percentage Swings)
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The 70x Stability Gap: Your Citation Frequency
Determines Everything 

High-Frequency (10,000+ of
prompt citations) → 0.7% weekly
volatility → Rock-solid presence 

Moderate-Frequency (1000+ of
prompt citations) → 8% weekly
volatility → Approaching stability 

Low-Frequency (Sporadic
citations) → 50% weekly volatility
→ Wild weekly swings

Authority Is the Universal Currency All Engines
Reward It

Niche Companies
Local Businesses



Universal Winners: Content That Stays
Stable Everywhere

Despite engine differences (Perplexity 72.8% avg volatility
vs Google AIO 41.8%), these content types maintain rock-

solid presence everywhere.

🏛️ Government Resources (.gov) 35-
55% more stable across all engines 

🎓 Educational Institutions (.edu)
Consistent visibility on every
platform 

📚 Reference-Quality Resources The
"Mayo Clinic" of your vertical 



Monitor Your Volatility Patterns Weekly: Track
citation frequency and weekly changes to understand
your current stability level and identify which engines
to prioritize

Partner with Your Industry's "Mayo Clinics": Identify
and build relationships with the most stable,
authoritative sites in your vertical - they maintain
<10% volatility across all engines

Leverage Universal Trust Signals: Create YouTube
videos, educational content, and reference-quality
resources - these content types show 35-55% more
stability everywhere

Build Topic Clusters, Not Just Pages: Focus on
comprehensive coverage of one topic area to cross
the frequency threshold faster - scattered content
stays volatile longer

Your AI Citation Action Plan



AI Catalyst is your Authority Building
Engine 

See exactly how to create topic authority on your site

In addition to off-page optimizations,
AI Catalyst can assist you in enhancing
your site to establish topic authority
for the targeted prompts. Remove
uncertainty from your content and
code optimization processes.

Get recommendations for how to build authority

AI Catalyst tracks high-authority
websites and develops strategies for
your public relations and social media
efforts. For those new to AI, it helps
quickly build trust and authority by
leveraging established experts in the
field.

Quickly identify the most cited
resources and track their weekly
trends. This allows for a clear
understanding of volatility across all
your market segments.

See who is the top trusted sources across engines 


